Obtaining access in patients with indwelling vascular access devices.
Chronic indwelling catheters are used increasingly for outpatient and inpatient therapy. Because more patients care for indwelling devices at home, indwelling lines are available to emergency department staff to draw blood and administer medications, blood products, and intravenous fluids. This article discusses the indications, complications, and methods of accessing chronic indwelling venous catheters.